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is prohibited from purchasing, possessing, or 
transferring a firearm by state or federal law; 
    (b) inform the dealer that: 
    (i) the records indicate the person is so 
prohibited; or 
    (ii) the person is approved for purchasing, 
possessing, or transferring a firearm; 
    (c) provide the dealer with a unique trans-
action number for that inquiry; and 
    (d) provide a response to the requesting 
dealer during the call for a criminal background, 
or by return call, or other electronic means, with-
out delay, except in case of electronic failure or 
other circumstances beyond the control of the 
division, the division shall advise the dealer of 
the reason for the delay and give the dealer an 
estimate of the length of the delay. 
    (10) The division shall not maintain any rec-
ords of the criminal history background check 
longer than 20 days from the date of the dealer's 
request if the division determines that the person 
receiving the gun is not prohibited from purchas-
ing, possessing, or transferring the firearm under 
state or federal law. However, the division shall 
maintain a log of requests containing the deal-
er's federal firearms number, the transaction 
number, and the transaction date for a period of 
12 months. 
    (11) If the criminal history background check 
discloses information indicating that the person 
attempting to purchase the firearm is prohibited 
from purchasing, possessing, or transferring a 
firearm, the division shall inform the law enforce-
ment agency in the jurisdiction where the person 
resides. 
    (12) If a person is denied the right to purchase 
a firearm under this section, the person may re-
view his criminal history information and may 
challenge or amend the information as provided 
in Section 53-10-108. 

    (13) The division shall make rules as provided 
in Title 63, Chapter 46a, Utah Administrative 
Rulemaking Act, to ensure the identity, confiden-
tiality, and security of all records provided by the 
division pursuant to this part are in conformance 
with the requirements of the Brady Handgun 
Violence Prevention Act, Pub. L. No. 103-159, 
107 Stat. 1536 (1993). 
    (14)(a) All dealers shall collect a criminal his-
tory background check fee which is $7.50. This 
fee remains in effect until changed by the divi-
sion through the process under Section 63-38-
3.2. 
    (b) The dealer shall forward at one time all 
fees collected for criminal history background 
checks performed during the month to the divi-
sion by the last day of the month following the 
sale of a firearm. The division shall deposit the 
fees in the General Fund as dedicated credits to 
cover the cost of administering and conducting 
the criminal history background check program. 
    (15) A person with a concealed firearm permit 
issued pursuant to Title 53, Chapter 5, Part 7, 
Concealed Weapon Act, shall be exempt from 
the background check and corresponding fee re-
quired in this section for the purchase of a 
firearm if: 
    (a) the person presents his concealed firearm 
permit to the dealer prior to purchase of the fire-
arm; and 
    (b) the dealer verifies with the division that the 
person's concealed firearm permit is valid. 
    76-10-527. Penalties. 
    (1) This section shall apply only to a handgun 
until federal law requires the background check 
in Section 76-10-526 to extend to other firearms 
at which time this section shall also apply to 
those firearms. 
    (2) A dealer is guilty of a class A misde-
meanor who willfully and intentionally: 

    (a) requests, obtains, or seeks to obtain crimi-
nal history background information under false 
pretenses; or 
    (b) disseminates criminal history background 
information. 
    (3) A person who purchases or transfers a 
firearm is guilty of a felony of the third degree 
who willfully and intentionally makes a false 
statement of the information required for a crimi-
nal background check in Section 76-10-526. 
    (4) A dealer is guilty of a felony of the third de-
gree if the dealer willfully and intentionally sells 
or transfers a firearm in violation of this part. 
    (5) A person is guilty of a felony of the third 
degree who purchases a firearm with the intent 
to: 
    (a) resell or otherwise provide a firearm to any 
person who is ineligible to purchase or receive 
from a dealer a firearm; or 
    (b) transport a firearm out of this state to be 
resold to an ineligible person. 
    76-10-528. Carrying a dangerous weapon 
while under influence of alcohol or drugs 
unlawful.  
    (1) Any person who carries a dangerous wea-
pon while under the influence of alcohol or a 
controlled substance as defined in Section 58-
37-2 is guilty of a class B misdemeanor. Under 
the influence means the same level of influence 
or blood or breath alcohol concentration as pro-
vided in Section 41-6-44. 
    (2) It is not a defense to prosecution under 
this section that the person: 
    (a) is licensed in the pursuit of wildlife of any 
kind; or 
    (b) has a valid permit to carry a concealed 
firearm. 
 
[Current through 2003 General & 1st Special 
Session, including 2003 Utah Laws 202 (SB 
103), 203 (SB 108) & 235 (HB 178)] 

 

VERMONT 
VT. STAT. 

 
Title 13. Crimes and Criminal Procedure 

 
Chapter 37. Explosives 

 
    1603. Definitions. For the purposes of this 
chapter:  
    (1) "Destructive device" means any:  
    (A) explosive, incendiary or poison gas bomb; 
or  
    (B) explosive, incendiary or poison gas gre-
nade; or  
    (C) explosive, incendiary or poison gas rocket 
having a propellant charge of more than four 
ounces; or  
    (D) explosive, incendiary or poison gas mis-
sile having an explosive or incendiary charge of 
more than one-quarter ounce; or  
    (E) explosive, incendiary or poison gas mine; 
or  
    (F) device which consists of or includes a 
breakable container including a flammable liquid 
or compound, and a wick composed of any ma-
terial which, when ignited, is capable of igniting 
the flammable liquid or compound, and can be 
carried or thrown by one individual acting alone; 
or  
    (G) device similar to those devices enumer-
ated in paragraphs (1), (A)-(E) of this section. 
    A destructive device does not include a fire-
arm or ammunition therefor.  

    (2) "Explosive" means dynamite, or any explo-
sive compound of which nitroglycerin forms a 
part, or fulminate in bulk or dry condition, or 
blasting caps, or detonating fuses, or blasting 
powder or any other similar explosive. The term 
does not include a firearm or ammunition there-
for or any components of ammunition for a fire-
arm including primers, smokeless powder or 
black gunpowder.  
    (3) "Hoax device" means any device so de-
signed, assembled, fabricated or manufactured 
as to convey the physical appearance of an ex-
plosive or incendiary bomb or the physical ap-
pearance of any of the devices enumerated in 
subdivisions (A)-(F) of division (1) of this section 
which is lacking an explosive or incendiary 
charge.  
    1604. Possession of destructive devices. A 
person who manufactures, possesses, stores or 
transports a destructive device or a hoax device 
shall be imprisoned for not more than 10 years 
or fined not more than $5,000.00, or both. 
    1606. Possession and use of explosives. A 
person who possesses, purchases, stores, uses 
or transports an explosive without a license as 
provided in chapter 177, subchapter 2, division 2 
of Title 20 shall be imprisoned for not more than 
5 years or fined not more than $1,000.00 or 
both. 
    1607. Sale of explosives. A person who 
gives, transfers or sells an explosive to another 

who does not hold a license issued under chap-
ter 177, subchapter 2, division 2 of Title 20 shall 
be imprisoned for not more than 5 years or fined 
not more than $1,000.00 or both. 
    1611. Exemptions. 
    (a) Nothing contained in this chapter shall ap-
ply to the armed forces of the United States, the 
duly authorized militia of the state, the fire or po-
lice departments of this state, or to the state or 
any subdivision thereof.  
    (b) Nothing contained in this chapter shall ap-
ply to destructive devices or explosives while 
being transported upon vessels, motor vehicles 
or railroad cars in conformity with the regulations 
adopted by the interstate commerce commis-
sion.  
    (c) The provisions of section 1604 of this title 
do not apply to a person who holds a valid li-
cense issued under Title 18 of the United States 
Code, chapter 44, to manufacture, possess, use, 
store or transport a destructive device provided 
he is complying with the terms of the license. 
    1612. Placing a hoax device. A person who 
willfully and maliciously puts, places or installs a 
hoax device in any building, house, facility of 
public transport, vehicular conveyance, ship, 
boat, aircraft, dam or reservoir for storing water 
shall be imprisoned for not more than 10 years 
or fined not more than $5,000.00, or both. 
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Chapter 85. Weapons 
 
    4004. Possession of dangerous or deadly 
weapon in a school bus or school building or 
on school property.  
    (a) No person shall knowingly possess a fire-
arm or a dangerous or deadly weapon while 
within a school building or on a school bus. A 
person who violates this section shall, for the 
first offense, be imprisoned not more than one 
year or fined not more than $1,000.00, or both, 
and for a second or subsequent offense shall be 
imprisoned not more than three years or fined 
not more than $5,000.00, or both. 
    (b) No person shall knowingly possess a fire-
arm or a dangerous or deadly weapon on any 
school property with the intent to injure another 
person. A person who violates this section shall, 
for the first offense, be imprisoned not more than 
two years or fined not more than $1,000.00, or 
both, and for a second or subsequent offense 
shall be imprisoned not more than three years or 
fined not more than $5,000.00, or both. 
    (c) This section shall not apply to:   
    (1) A law enforcement officer while engaged 
in law enforcement duties.   
    (2) Possession and use of firearms or danger-
ous or deadly weapons if the board of school 
directors, or the superintendent or principal if 
delegated authority to do so by the board, autho-
rizes possession or use for specific occasions or 
for instructional or other specific purposes.   
    (d) As used in this section:   
    (1) "School property" means any property 
owned by a school, including motor vehicles.   
    (2) "Owned by the school" means owned, 
leased, controlled or subcontracted by the 
school. 
    (3) "Dangerous or deadly weapon" has the 
meaning defined in section 4016 of this title.   
    (4) "Firearm" has the meaning defined in sec-
tion 4016 of this title.   
    (5) "Law enforcement officer" has the mean-
ing defined in section 4016 of this title.   
    (e) The provisions of this section shall not limit 
or restrict any prosecution for any other offense, 
including simple assault or aggravated assault. 
    4006. Record of firearm sales. All pawn-
brokers and retail merchants dealing in firearms 
shall keep a record book in which they shall rec-
ord the sale by them of all revolvers and pistols, 
and the purchase by them of all second-hand re-
volvers and pistols. Such record shall include 
the date of the transaction, the marks of identifi-
cation of the firearm, including the manufactur-

er's name, the caliber, model and manufactur-
er's number of the firearm, the name, address, 
birthplace, occupation, age, height, weight and 
color of eyes and hair of the purchaser or seller. 
Such purchaser or seller shall sign his name to 
the record and the pawnbroker or merchant shall 
preserve such record book for six years after the 
date of last entry and shall permit all enforce-
ment officers to inspect the same at all reason-
able times. A person, partner-ship or corporation 
who violates a provision of this section shall be 
fined not more than $100.00.  
    4007. Furnishing firearms to children. A 
person, firm or corporation, other than a parent 
or guardian, who sells or furnishes to a minor 
under the age of sixteen years a firearm or other 
dangerous weapon or ammunition for firearms 
shall be fined not more than $50.00 nor less 
than $10.00. This section shall not apply to an 
instructor or teacher who furnishes firearms to 
pupils for instruction and drill.  
    4008. Possession of firearms by children.  
A child under the age of sixteen years shall not, 
without the consent of his parents or guardian, 
have in his possession or control a pistol or re-
volver constructed or designed for the use of 
gunpowder or other explosive substance with 
leaden ball or shot. A child who violates a provi-
sion of this section shall be deemed a delinquent 
child under the provisions of chapter 55 of Title 
33. 
    4010. Gun silencers. A person who manu-
factures, sells or uses or possesses with intent 
to sell or use, an appliance known as or used for 
a gun silencer shall be fined $25.00 for each 
offense. The provisions of this section shall not 
prevent the use or possession of gun silencers 
for military purposes when so used or pos-
sessed under proper military authority and 
restriction. 
    4011. Aiming gun at another. Any person 
who shall intentionally point or aim any gun, pis-
tol or other firearm at or towards another, except 
in self-defense or in the lawful discharge of offi-
cial duty, shall be punished by fine not exceed-
ing $50.00. Any person who shall discharge any 
such firearm so intentionally aimed or pointed 
shall be punished by imprisonment for not more 
than one year or fined not more than $100.00, or 
both. 
    4013. Zip guns; switchblade knives. A per-
son who possesses, sells or offers for sale a 
weapon commonly known as a "zip" gun, or a 
weapon commonly known as a switchblade 
knife, the blade of which is three inches or more 

in length, shall be imprisoned not more than 
ninety days or fined not more than $100.00, or 
both.  
    4014. Purchase of firearms in contiguous 
states. Residents of the state of Vermont may 
purchase rifles and shotguns in a state contigu-
ous to the state of Vermont provided that such 
residents conform to the applicable provisions of 
the Gun Control Act of 1968, and regulations 
thereunder, as administered by the United 
States Secretary of the Treasury, and provided 
further that such residents conform to the pro-
visions of law applicable to such purchase in the 
state of Vermont and in the contiguous state in 
which the purchase is made.  
    4015. Purchase of firearms by nonresi-
dents. Residents of a state contiguous to the 
state of Vermont may purchase rifles and shot-
guns in the state of Vermont, provided that such 
residents conform to the applicable provisions of 
the Gun Control Act of 1968, and regulations 
thereunder, as administered by the United 
States Secretary of the Treasury, and provided 
further that such residents conform to the pro-
visions of law applicable to such purchase in the 
state of Vermont and in the state in which such 
persons reside.  

 
Title 24. Municipal and County Governments 

 
Part 2. Municipalities 

 
Chapter 61. Regulatory Provisions; Police 

Power of Municipalties 
 

Subchapter 11. Miscellaneous Regulatory 
Powers 

 
    2295. Authority of municipal and county 
governments to regulate firearms, ammuni-
tion, hunting, fishing and trapping. Except as 
otherwise provided by law, no town, city or incor-
porated village, by ordinance, resolution or other 
enactment, shall directly regulate hunting, fish-
ing and trapping or the possession, ownership, 
transportation, transfer, sale, purchase, carrying, 
licensing or registration of traps, firearms, am-
munition or components of firearms or ammuni-
tion. This section shall not limit the powers con-
ferred upon a town, city or incorporated village 
under section 2291(8) of this title. The provisions 
of this section shall supersede any inconsistent 
provisions of a municipal charter. 
 
[Current through 2003 Legislative Session] 

 

VIRGINIA 
VA. CODE 

 
Title 15.2. Counties, Cities and Towns 

 
Chapter 9. General Powers of Local 

Governments 
 

Article 1. Public Health and Safety; 
Nuisances 

 
    15.2-915. Control of firearms; applicability 
to authorities and local governmental agen-
cies. From and after January 1, 1987, no locality 
shall adopt any ordinance, resolution or motion, 
as permitted by § 15.2-1425, and no agent of 
such locality shall take any administrative action, 
governing the purchase, possession, transfer, 
ownership, carrying or transporting of firearms, 
ammunition, or components or combination 

thereof other than those expressly authorized by 
statute. For purposes of this section, a statute 
that does not refer to firearms, ammunition, or 
components or combination thereof, shall not be 
construed to provide express authorization. 
    Nothing in this section shall affect the validity 
or invalidity of any ordinance adopted prior to 
January 1, 1987. Nothing in this section shall 
prohibit a locality from adopting workplace rules 
relating to terms and conditions of employment 
of the workforce. Nothing in this section shall 
prohibit a law-enforcement officer, as defined in 
§ 9.1-101 from acting within the scope of his du-
ties. No person may be prosecuted or convicted 
of a violation of any ordinance regulating the 
possession, carrying, or transportation of a fire-
arm if he is (i) possessing, carrying, or trans-

porting the firearm without violating any provi-
sion of Title 18.2 and he has a valid concealed 
handgun permit issued pursuant to § 18.2-308 
or (ii) otherwise transporting the firearm in a 
lawful manner.  
    The provisions of this section applicable to a 
locality shall also apply to any authority or to a 
local governmental entity, including a depart-
ment or agency, but not including any local or 
regional jail or juvenile detention facility. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


